BOOK REVIEW

FOOTLOOSE ON FOUR WHEELS

NOWADAYS, DRIVING ON
Indian highways can be summed up
with the 1970s iconic rock anthem,
‘Highway to Hell’. The scenario at
times leads drivers to take a few
lessons in anger management, but
even for all the pitfalls, driving
around India is still the best way to
see the country, and witness the
multi-hued aura of our land. The
economic advances since the early
1990s have also meant a huge
increase in the number of Indian
families hitting the road on holidays
or weekends, as well as facilities to
meet the demand.

There is a very famous quote, ‘the
journey is more important than the
destination’, but even today for the
majority of us, heading to a new
destination can be quite a challenge;
not everyone is game for it. For all
those curious and adventurous souls
out there who are eager to travel the
length and breadth of our country,
help is at hand, literally, in the form
of an information-packed guidebook
by veteran automotive journalist
Bob Rupani.

The layout of this 314-page book is
simple, clear and highly informative,
and the array of pictures very
attractive. The author has penned
down his personal experiences of
driving across the length and breadth
of India, showcasing every detail a
motorist on a holiday would want —
accommodation, must-visit sights
and places to eat. Also present at your
disposal is necessary information like
e-mail addresses and website URLs
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to make life easier for those of you
who wish to retrace

the author’s footsteps or, rather,
tyre treads.

This is book is much like a window
to India: from amazing Assam to the
abode of Gods — the Himalayas; from
the land of the sand-dunes all the way
down to the spice coast. The book
also takes you on a tour of wildlife
sanctuaries, places of historical
importance as well as every nook and
corner of the country you may not
even be aware of.
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Bob Rupani

Rupani Media
(ISBN 978-81-
925262-1-8)

314

Rs 750 (paperback)
Rs 730 (Flipkart)

Bob Rupani belongs to the
pioneering lot of Indian automotive
journalists, having started out with the
Indian Auto Journal in 1986. He was
the editor of the Auto India magazine.
He has raced cars and also customised
and traded in them. Over the years he
has clocked almost 21 lakh kilometres
on Indian roads. Apart from More
Driving Holidays in India he has also
written Driving Holidays in India
(2005) and a coffee-table book, India’s
100 Best Destinations.

— Sayem Parvez Syed
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