RNI No.35850/80; Reg. No. MH/MR/South-82/2012-14 TN/CH(C)250/2012-14; Published on: Every alterate Monday; Posted at Patrika Channel Sorting office, Mumbai-400001 on every alternate Monday-Tuesday ¥30

Business India

THE MAGAZINE OF THE CORPORATE WORLD
December 23, 2013 to January S, 2014

WHERE TO INVEST

AN EQUITY BOOM IN 2014



BUSINESS INDIA ¢ THE MAGAZINE OF THE CORPORATE WORLD

Books

More reading pleasures

And the journey continues

book by all means. While the

title might appear to narrow the
scope of readership to those given
to viewing the world from behind
a wheel, the 320-page volume is for
all who harbour an interest, and
inquiry, in the fascinating diversity
that India is.

Bob (Narayan) Rupani (right) has
evidently taken utmost pleasure in
compiling this volume for all those
keen on travelling to, and understand-
ing, the varied geographies across the
length and breadth of India. After all,
as a pioneering automotive journalist
(starting with the Indian Auto Journal
in 1986), he writes on a subject he has
a passion for, and he defines happi-
ness for himself as when he is on the
open road and in the wilderness. He
has driven over a million kilometres
all over India and by that mileage, he
must be a happy man indeed!

In his introduction to the book
that is based on his firsthand experi-
ences, the Auto India magazine exec-
utive editor writes: “Exploring India
by road can be an extremely reward-
ing experience and it helps to be

I t is a most enjoyable and readable

well prepared.” The 3.28 million sq
km expanse of India is not known
for any connectivity of a high order.
While some of the 29 states and six
Union Territories may have invested
more in their roadways, in other
parts of the country, automobiles can
be put through a rigorous regimen.
They also have to share the road net-
work with pedestrians, jaywalkers,
cattle, strays, two-wheelers, tractors,
handcarts, animal-drawn carts, and
maniacal speedsters in cars, buses
and trucks. Other roads may be mere
dirt tracks or cracked and potholed
paths. “Expect anything and depend
on nothing,” cautions Rupani, saying
the solution lies in “patience” and, of
course, lots of care and caution.
More Driving Holidays in India,
which was recently released at the
Khushwant Singh International Lit-
erary Festival held in Kasauli, is an
updated and more comprehensive
sequel to Rupani’s critically acclaimed
Driving Holidays in India of 2005.
Replete with 89 new destinations and
10 more routes than its precursor,
the present volume is divided into 35
“great drives” that start and finish in
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maijor cities or well connected towns.
Each of these great drives details the
journey to be expected, the total dis-
tance, and a brief on the destina-
tions, available accommodation and
places of interest en route. The data
pages alongside present easy to use
schematic tour maps, and the route
directions and distances.

The book presents informative
insights, such as on Jorhat, often
referred to as the “cultural capital of
Assam”. “In the 18th century, it was
also the capital of the Ahom Dynasty
and has many historical monu-
ments,” the author mentions. “But
again, the best part of a visit here
are the tea estates. The Kaziranga
Golf Resort (www.kazirangagolfresort.
com) is located in the Sangsua and
Gatoonga Tea Estates and the own-
ers claim it is the first-of-its-kind ‘tea
and golf resort’ in the world.”

There is a short chapter, “The joy
of eating on the highway”, describing
the gastronomic choice available en
route, especially in the small family-
run restaurants commonly referred
to as dhabas. The book signs off with
a humorous montage of road signs
that are not meant to be funny.

Hyundai Motor India Limited
equipped Rupani for the book project
that had support from JK Tyres.
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