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he monsoonsare finally here. For

meit's one of the nicest timesto

beinacar.Notonlybecauseyou

stay dry, butalso because your

gettouse thewipers. Whenit
drizzles onintermittentsetting. When it rains
more onnormalspeed and when it pours on
the fastspeed.

Wipers have fascinated me for thelongest
time. My earliest memory thatisstill so vividly
etched inmymindisajourneyinreally
heavyrain from Madras to the temple town
of Tirupati. My mother had renteda1960’s
Mercedes-Benz Wi that was given out
mainly forwedding functions. Alongwith
herbrotherwholivesin Madras, she took
me for ‘Darshan to Tirupati’. Iwasjusttwo
years old then, and my momsaid it was one
journeyIdid in complete silence. lapparently
sat quietly besides my uncle, continuously
looking out through the windscreen of the
Merc. Icanbelieve that becauseimages of the
wipers working to clear the rainwater from the
windscreen are clearly embedded in my brain.
The W1n has oppositely pivoted wiper blades.
Yes, unlike modern windscreen wipers that
usuallymovein parallel, the Mercedes-Benzs
of the 60sand 70s have wipers that fold over
each otherand move in opposite directions.
This is mechanically more complex but cleans
the center of the windscreen very welland
alsodoesnotleaveanun-wipedareain front
of the passenger. Interestingly, cars with this
sweep pattern proved more cost-effective
when exported, as they did notneed tobe re-
positioned for right-hand drive markets.

Thatjourneyasa child motoringinthe
rains sparked of my lifelong affair with car
wipers. All through my childhood, whenever
Igotintoacar,I wanted to see how the wipers
worked. Laterwhen Iranaworkshop, I
modified wipers of many MahindraJeeps
and also those of Premier Padminis. Onthe
Mahindras, Iputbiggerbladesand armsto
increase the cleaning area, and in the Fiat
installed aftermarketintermittent speed-
setting units. The windscreen washer, whichin
those days was amanual pump type, wasalso
replaced with an aftermarketelectric motor
one. Theblades, of course, were also replaced
with the aftermarket Bosch or Trico ones that
were very popularwith us enthusiasts.

When the Maruti oo waslaunched, my
friend formerrallyist Asif Haidery andIfitted
the Maruti SS80 with alarge single wiper.
Wealso tweaked the electric motor tomove
faster,and this single wiper mounted below
the center of the windscreen attracted alot of
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Wipers are one of the few parts in a car
that you can physically see doing their work,

and they fascinate me

attention and worked well too. Many years
later Fiatlaunched the UnoinIndia, and it
too had asingle wiper. The Mercedes-Benz
Wi24also had a very innovative mono or
single wiper. But the one fitted on the Uno
was faster, much faster. If lam not mistaken,
Irecall writing in my review back then, “It’s
almost like the Uno’s single wiperis powered
byaVi2engine.” The TataNanoalso hasa
single wiper, butit's mainly for cost reasons.
It'salso mounted on the right-hand side
which meansitleavesalargeareaof the
windscreen un-wiped. The Toyota Liva and
Etios are also cars with mono wipers.

My fascination with wipers continues.
Even now when I evaluateacar, one of
the first things [ do is turn on the wipers.
Irecently drove a Maruti Suzuki Vitara
Brezza in the rain and found that the wiper
blades make an irritating squealing sound,
particularly on the downward stroke. Ialso
tried the Hyundai Creta and discovered that
its right-hand side wiper almost reaches to
the top of the windscreen. Asaresult, the
glassis cleaned almost all the way to the top.
Many rivals like the Renault Duster leave at
least a few inches un-wiped at the top. This
is disturbing for somewhat taller driverslike
me. Many cars, including the Toyota Innova,

arealso guilty of this.

Glass cleaning areaand wiper sweep
patternsare very important for visibility,
especiallyina country like ours that getsheavy
rainsin themonsoon. Irememberwhenl
was modifying the wiper system of Mahindra
Jeepsinthe 8os, I was visited by an official
from Mahindraand Mahindra. While he was
impressed by the alloy wheels, roll-over bars,
nerfbars, extralight brackets etc., he wondered
whyTwas paying somuchattention tothe
wipers. WhenItold himall the effort wasto
increase the cleaning areaand it’s something
theyasamanufacturershould take up in their
development process, helaughed and said,
“But that won'thelp usincrease sales.”

While we are on the subject of wipers, [ will
suggestyouseeacouple of Hindifilm songs
online as they have fascinating scenes of cars
being driven in the rain, with wipers hard at
work. The firstis Tum Jo Mil Gaye Hofrom the
film Hanste Zakham. Navin Nichol drivesa
Premier Padmini with Priya Rajvansharound
Bombay atnightin therains, and the filming
of the ‘wipersatwork’is super. Anothersong
whereyou canseethe ‘wipersatwork'ina
Maruti Gypsyis DerNaHoJayefrom the film
Hennastarring RishiKapoorinthelead. Wipe
mywiper wipe,it'sabeguiling ‘car thing’. &3



