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aurav Gillrecently won the
Malaysian Rallyand became
the 2016 FIA Asia PacificRally
Champion with the Indian
round to spare. This was
Gaurav’s second APRC crown following his
success in 2013. So farhe has wonall the five
APRCrounds held thisyear,and [am sure he
willbekeen tosign off the season with another
victory atthelastround in Chikkamagaluruy,
where he will be driving in front of hishome
crowdin the first week of December.

The 34-year old Gill, driving the MRF
SkodaFabia R5, has completely dominated
the APRC this yearand has notjust shownlot
of skill but also maturity behind the wheel.
Gaurav Gill says, “Like wine, rally drivers get
better withage. Today, lam much quicker
thanIwasin 2013, but thereis more finesse
tomy driving”. Hehas clearlyachieved more
ontheinternational rally turf than any other
Indian. InfactheisIndia’s best rally driver
ever,whoisnotjust capable of competingin
international events, but also winning them.
Thavebeen fortunate tositwith himina car
andThavealsoseenlots of hisrallyaction
videosandIthink Gauravisahighly gifted
driverwho hasthetalent to drive in the World
Rally Championship. Infact, hehasbeen
consistently fasterthan other APRC drivers,
including the WRC driver Jari Ketoma. Sadly,
neither Hyundainor Volkswagen has given
Gaurav Gillan opportunity to drive for their
respective WRC teams. Both Hyundaiand
Volkswagen have manufacturing facilities
inIndia with Hyundaibeing India’s second
largestcar maker, but sadly, despite this, they
have notgiven Gauravadrive. Theleast they
could have doneiscalled himforatestand
given hima chance to prove his pace.Iamsure
ifhe gets such an opportunity he willshowhe
has the skills to beat the bestin the world.

WhatIfail to understand is why Hyundai
have not given Gaurav Gilla chance? I
know he has talked to the management in
India, but nothing has materialised. The
Hyundai WRC Team’s main driver is Thierry
Neuville, a Belgian. Hyundai sells a little over
20,000 cars in Belgium annually, while their
monthly sales in India are around 50,000
cars! Hyundaiis also the largest exporter of
cars from India. Given all this, it makes alot
of sense forthem to have an Indian driver
in their team. Unfortunately this has not
happened.

The response of the Indian media to
Gaurav Gill'ssecond APRC Championtitle
has also been disappointing. What should
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Gaurav Gill, the current APRC Champion,
deserves a drive in the World Rally Championship

have been front page news in allleading
newspapers got justa paragraph ortwoin
the sports page of some dailies. Even we auto
magazines have not given this deserving
‘Champ’ hisreal due. As for the TV channels,
Idon’tthink [ saw anything on them about
Gaurav’s win.laccept that motorsportis still
seenasaniche sportin India with alimited
following. But winning an international
championship isstill a creditworthy
achievement that needs to belauded by
many more Indians.

Onacompletely different note, L have
observed avery unhealthy trend, which s
only growing- that of children standing on
car seats and sticking their heads out of the
sunroofs of moving cars. This is a completely
stupid self-created safety hazard. If the driver
brakes suddenly, or goes overabad bump,
or God forbid hits another vehicle or gets
hit, the resulting impact can easily break the
neck of the child or snap the spinal cord, or
cause some other serious injury. Recently I
was on the Mumbai-Pune Expressway and
was appalled to see three kids out on the roof
ofa German luxury car. They weresitting on
the roof with their feet dangling inside the
carthrough the open sunroof. Aladywas
sitting besides the driver and I presume they

were the parents of these kids. The car was
being driven rashly at overiookmph and the
kids could have fallen or flown off the roof
with the slightest of impacts! It's not the fault
ofthe children, who are too young to know
better. It’s the parents who are to blame for
allowing such brainless acts.

Sunroofs are offered only in premium
and expensive vehicles. [would imagine the
buyers of such vehicles have some amount of
education and awareness. But the real truth
is many are complete idiots. You have to be
ifyouallow your kids to stick their heads out
of sunroofs, or even worse sit on the roof. As
usual, our authorities are completely blind
to this problem, and nobody is stopping
this from happening. Given this, [wish
manufacturers would take note and stop
offering sunroofs on their vehicles. Quite
honestly sunroofs are not meant fora hot
and dusty country like India. In Europe, they
yearn for the sun and enjoy driving with
the sunroof open ona sunny day. In India,
it's the opposite. Because of the sun, most
sunroofsletin heat, even when they are
closed. So the air conditioning struggles to
keep the passenger compartment cool in the
summer. Givenallthis, wereally are better
off without sunroofs. &3



