[IC]

recently released report shows

that Mumbai's traffic police

hasregistered 1.1lakh cases

of signal jumping in the first

uarter of this year. Another

reportsays thata total of18.55 lakh traffic
offences were registered in Mumbaiin 2015
and the total fine collected was321.22 crores.
Parking in a no-parking spot was the highest
traffic violation followed by riding withouta
helmet. In third place are miscellaneous cases
(Thave no clue what this means) followed by
signaljumping infourth.

Strangely, no cases of rash driving orgoing
intoaone-way streetare mentioned. Ihave
livedinMumbaiforover 5o yearsnowand have
seenthetrafficand road discipline gofrombad
toworse, to the disastrous nightmareitnow
is.Peoplefloutevery possible trafficrule. They
jump trafficlights, drive rashly, cutlanes without
looking, overspeed incrowdedlanes, make
U-turns whereit's not permitted, rideand even
drive on pavements, turn withoutindicating,
stopinthemiddle of theroad, talk on mobiles,
drivewithoutseatbelts, ride withouthelmets,
anddrinkand drive—thelistisendless.

Honestly,Iam pleasantly surprised that the
police have registered 1.1lakh cases of signal
jumping. Because rarely do you seeanyone
getting caught these daysand youalso see
fewertraffic cops. The Mumbai traffic police
saysit'sunderstaffed. Whichlamsureitis.
Despite this, if they have registered 1.1lakh
cases, they need to be congratulated.

Ispoke to some policemen and some of
the things they told me off the record were
shocking. They said, “Thereisnolongerany
fear of thelaw. People have become arrogant.
They argueand abuse usif we catch them.
Sometimesthey even get physical. In the
pastfive years, many traffic cops have been
assaulted and beaten up. That's why we
now don'tstand alone on theroad. Some
policemen have even been run overby people
who want to evade the law. Motorcyclists,
especially those who come outat nightare
the worst. Now wearealways in groupsto
ensure we have the strength to enforce the law.
Because we have tobe in groups; the number
of places we cover has reduced. And since our
presence hasreduced, so has oureffectiveness.
Alsowehaveto stay away from someareas
due tocommunal or political reasons. If we
startenforcing the law in these sensitive places,
itcanlead toriots.”

[find thisto beashocking state of affairs.
Policemen are now hesitant in standing alone
ontheroadand carrying out theirjob! One
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Mayhem rules on our roads, and the fear of law is

sadly non-existent

traffic constableIspoke tosaid, “The traffic
finesareaslowas100; some peoplejust
throw money in our face and drive off. Others
threaten us with their political or underworld
connections.” On hearing thisIbegan doing
someresearch. In February 2016,amember
ofthe Shiv Senabrutallybeatup alady traffic
constablein Thane, because she stopped him
fortalking onamobile while driving. In 2013,
sub-inspector Sachin Suryavanshistopped
and fined Bahujan Vikas Aghadi MLA Kshitij

Thakurforspeeding on thesealinkin Mumbai.

Soonafter, Suryavanshiwasbeaten up by
someMLAs inthe Maharashtra Assembly.

He was subsequently suspended followinga
breach of privilege motion against himin the
statelegislature. After he was reinstated, he was
transferred. Allbecause he did his duty. If thisis
not‘GoondaRaj’,Idontknow whatis.

Talso cameacross manyreports of regular
citizensbeating up traffic cops. Thisis truly
shameful. Justalittle overa decadeback, if
atraffic cop blew his whistleand pointed at
youwhile youwere driving, youimmediately
pulled over. Evenifhe was onthe otherside
oftheroad, youstopped. Running away
orrunning him over was thelast thing on
anybody’s mind. He wasthelaw,and ifyou
brokeityouapologized and paid up thefine.

Youmightargue your case, but even this you
did politely.

Sowhathas changed? For oneit's the
number of vehicles on theroads. Thereare
way too many, sonumber of traffic offenders
has multiplied. And since they are rarely
caught, they getinto the habit of breaking
laws. If they get caught, they pay the measly
fineamount. But whatabout the aggression—
whybeatup a policeman? The truthis people
are moreaffluentnow.Ifeel thismoney has
gonetotheheads of people, and they feel they
candoanything and getaway. The mediaalso
reinforces thisimpression. And when MLAs
beat up copsand punish them for doing their
duty, the peoplelose whateverlittle faith in the
law they may have had.

Sowhatis the solution? I think we should
recruit more cops. Traffic fines should be raised
with the minimum penalty being I5,000. Cops
should geta percentage of the fines they collect
asanincentiveand reward. Those who do their
duty wellshould get medals and promotions.
Poororrich,common man or powerful
person, law should be enforced equally. It’s
high time the ‘danda’is used to reintroduce the
fear oflaw. If trafficlaws arestrictly enforced,
itwillreduceaccidents and deaths,and good
revenue can be generated from fines too. 51



