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hese days most people have

been thinking about the

Goodsand Services Tax

(GST)and the impactit

will have on ourlives. The

majority feel that GST will
makeit easier to do business and, in thelong
term, reduce prices and give a bigboost to
our econonty and increase the GDP.

From whatlittle Thave understood,
one sector that could really benefitis the
transport business. With the introduction
of GST, all the various other taxes levied by
the central and state governments are set
to disappear, including octroi, entry tax,
salestax, excise, VAT etc. In the present
scenario (this piece was written before
GSTbecameapplicable), you find truck
drivers on our highways waiting in queues
that stretch for miles. Atevery state border
they have to fill various forms, pay several
taxes and grease palms to get things done.
They employ agents to negotiate through
the mountain of paperwork and get the
stamps and clearances required. They
need various road permits and documents
tobeinspected, and all this takes time,
sometimes even a few days! Around most
of these state border posts, you find dhabas
where the truck drivers and their help can
eatand sleep. There are also small shops
selling goods of daily use and sometimes
youalso find barbers, masseurs etc. The
losses incurred due to the loss in man
hours, delay in delivery of goods and
trucks being idle are huge. And because
trucks are justleft by the side of the
highway, this also results in trafficjams.

Itruly hope GST changes things and all
these state border posts become defunct.
lalso pray the central government stays
vigilantand does not allow state and local
bodies to find other means to tax and
delay our truckers. Over the years while
driving all across our vast country, I have
interacted closely with our truck drivers.
What they fear most on our highways
are the government officials and the
bureaucracy they have to deal with. They
also dread the corruption and the delays.
Justhanging around can be stressful and
sadly many truckers take to drugs and
alcohol to bide away the time.

lamtoldif the GST is implemented
properly and the state and local authorities
co-operate suitably, we might actually
seeacomplete transformation of our
transport sector. According to some

44 OVERDRIVE JUL 2017

cities and also resultin more disciplined
movement of trucks on our highways.
Inthe last few years we have seen an
enormous change in the kind of trucks
available to the transport industry. In fact,
justrecently Bharat Benz announced they
have sold 50,000 trucksin India in the
last 5 years! And these are state-of-the-art
trucks. And we not only have them, we
also have manufacturers like Volvo who
wereamongst the first big international
names to come to our country. When they
entered, they completely transformed
ourintercity bus travel, and tosuch an
extent that people insisted on only taking
a‘Volvo'. This continues till date. Now
wealso have other world-renowned
manufacturers like Scaniaand Man
Trucks. Thanks to the competition, our
local commercial vehicles makers like Tata
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The GST holds out hope that it will transform
our transport sector and significantly improve

the lives of our truckers

studies, presently a goods vehicle in India
covers only 250-300km a day compared
to700-8ookmin developed countries. In
fact the trucks lie idle almost 40 per cent
of the time dueto all the unproductive
activities already mentioned. If the border
check posts arereally closed down, the
less interstate compliance and reduced
paper work will resultin animprovement
in operational efficiency, greater up-

time for trucks, less idle hours and faster
turnaround time. This will, of course,
make life much easier for our truckers
and it will also increase the profits of the
transporter. With a bit of luck this may
alsolead to our transport industry getting
more organised and specialised.

Like in developed countries, we ¢ould
have principal transporters who will
connect the manufacturers with the
hubs. Then there could be subsidiary
transporters to move goods from the hubs
to the distribution centres. Finally, we can
have the last-mile transporters who will
take care of delivery to the customers.

If thiskind of organised transporting of
goods happens, it canlead to reduction
of heavy vehicle traffic in our congested

Motors, Ashok Leyland, Mahindra, AMW,
etc. have upped their game too and now
theyalso offer modern and technologically
advanced products.

The Indian transporter and truck
driver have never had it as good in terms
of choice and quality of vehicles. With
the introduction of GST, thereis now a
very good possibility that their lives will
see abig change and business will also
improve dramatically. AsIsaid earlier,
hopefully, the transport sector will get far
more organised. Hopefully, truck drivers
will get proper training too and will drive
inamore disciplined and safe manner.
Hopefully, fewer stoppages at borders
and no wasting of time will reduce the
stress on drivers and make them give
up drugs and alcohol abuse. Hopefully,
they will be more alert and reduce the
number of accidents and road fatalities.
Hopefully, the transporters themselves
will realise that accidents are expensive
and avoidable and will fit GPS systems and
other devices to track how their drivers
are driving. But will all this happen? Your
guessisas good as mine because “Oh
Darling, Yeh Hailndia”. (3



