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Marlboro Safari Rally

Come To Where Th
Action Is

‘ African rally

champion

Alain Ambro-

sino in his Nis-

san 200 SX.
Miki Biasion's
Lancia kicks
up a cloud of
dust.

Kenneth Eriks-
son’s Toyota
Supra takes a
plunge.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY THE AUTHOR

Mike Kirkland [
zooms past in
a Nissan 200
SX.

4 Erwin Weber gets help from his chase car.

40 THE INDIAN AUTO JOURNAL May 1988




BOB RUPANI RETURNED, SPATTERED WITH THE RED DUST OF KENYA, TO
FILE THIS EXCITING, FIRST-HAND REPORT.

he 36th Safari Rally was
Tﬂagged off from Nairobi on

March 31. Following the
trend in world championship
rallying, the entry list was much
shorter than in previous years.
The private entrants were also
fewer mainly because FISA rules
have banned Group B cars —
many of which are privately
owned — and due to the enorm-
ous expenses. :

The focus of attention would
definitely be the all-out confron-
tation between rally world cham-
pion Lancia and its new 4WD In-
tegrale, and the ‘Kings of Africa’
Toyota Team Europe in a
Supra Turbo. Lancia team leader
Markku Alen was a surprise last-
minute withdrawal. There were

too many technical problems
during practice, with local driver
Vic Preston Jr suffering no less
than three engine failures in one
week. Cesare Fiorio, the team
boss, therefore decided to con-
centrate efforts on a two-car
entry with Preston backing up
Italian Massimo (‘Miki’) Biasion,
who is the favourite for the 88
driver’s title.

Team Toyota’s greatest streng-
th lay in its team of three drivers.
This included Bjorn Waldegaard,
one of the all-time greats and
1979 World Rally Champion (his
record in Africa is unrivalled and
he is the only overseas driver to
have won the Safari three times
in 77, ’84 and ’86); Juha Kank-
kunen, twice World Champiocn
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{°86, ’87), Safari Rally winner
(’85) and currently wearing the
Paris-Dakar Rally crown; and
Kenneth Eriksson, winner of the
new FIA two wheel drive title in
’87, and ’86 Group A World
Champion.

This package of talent was so
formidable that the opposition
would have cause for worry even
if the three entered on bicycles.
As it is they have one of the fast-
est and strongest cars in the field,
run by a team that is almost ex-
clusively devoted to winning the
Safari alone. Naturally, Toyota
was the pre-event favourite. But
you could never be too certain.
The Safari is an event where,
some years ago, a rattling band
of Nissan PA 10s beat Mercedes
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450 SELs; it is an event that has
been won by cars lying seventh
on the final night. It requires
strength and does not forgive
weakness; it merits the most
meticulous preparation and
favours tactical intelligence
almost as much as money and
horsepower. The Safari has the
habit of turning everything
upside down and inside out with
a sudden cloud burst or a single
sharp rock. . :
So you could not rule out the
cars you would in any other
world championship event such
as the works Nissan 200 SXs
driven by the Swede Per Eklund
and Mike Kirkland. The Volksw-
agen Team Golf GTis of Erwin
Weber and Lars Erik Torph, the
Opels of Hannu Mikkola and Sep
Haider, and the strong reliable
and indestructible Subaru RX

4

.

Turbos of New Zealander Possum
Bourne and ’87 Kenyan national
champion Ian Duncan. Daihatsu
entered four cars led by Sarbi
Rai and supported by Takeshi
Hiralayashi. There was also a
four-car entry of Group N Mazda
323 (4WD) cars.

The local challenge, in the
absence of five-time Safari win-
ner Shekar Mehta (who was re-
covering from his accident in the
Pharaoh’s Rally) was taken up by
three drivers in works cars. They
were Mike Kirk]and in a Nissan,
Vic Preston Jr in a Lancia and
Ian Duncan in a Subaru. Patrick e
Njiru, the effervescent African
driver who was in a works-assis-
ted Subaru aiming for a top 10
finish, was the national hero.

The private entrants included

‘Rudolf Stohl who finished sev-

enth overall last year. There were
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also three familiar faces — Jayant
Shah and Ashok Patel, both in
Nissan 200 SXs, and Ramesh
Khoda in a Subaru. Then there
was Gerald Miller, who finished
14th overall in the 86 Safari
Rally and 15th in ’87. This year
he used the same Range Rover
in which he finished fifth in the
Paris-Dakar earlier this year, way
ahead of many well-known
works teams! A truly great achi-
evement. Meanwhile, for the
rallying couple Chodas, it was
going to be a ‘silver Safari’. Prem
and Pauru Choda were married
25 years ago, and celebrated
their silver wedding anniversary
by starting in a silver Range
Rover and cutting the anniver-
sary, cake on the bonnet of the
car just before flag-off. ;
Erwin Weber had been drawn
to start first. Hannu Mikkola, 45,

Alain mbrosino splases through muddy water in a Nissan
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